
1949
Osborn introduces 
Creative Thinking 
courses at the 
University of Buffalo.

1954
Osborn founds the Creative Education 
Foundation at the University of Buffalo. 
He dedicates the royalties from his 
books to the foundation. 

1954
The U.S. Air Force, M.I.T, 
The University of Texas, 
Columbia, Northwestern and 
other universities introduce 
creativity courses using 
Osborn’s Applied Imagination 
as a textbook. 

1961
“UB was the pioneer of creative 
problem-solving, starting 12 years 
ago, and these courses have 
already been taken by over 1200 
Western New Yorkers.”
“University of Buffalo courses 
have served for some 1,000 similar 
courses in educational institutions 
and industrial organizations.” 

1962
“How far have we come? Well, 
we were laughed at, in the 
beginning, and that has stopped. 
Our conviction that imagination 
can be trained and developed 
seemed preposterous to some 
administrators, a dozen years ago. 
But we are doing it, which is a very 
powerful argument.”- Osborn

1963

1967
 The first graduate 
courses taught at Buffalo 
State by Dr. Sid Parnes 
and Dr. Ruth Noller.

1969
 The Creative Studies Project 
initiated by Parnes and Noller; a 
comprehensive experimental study 
on the impact of a sequence of 
undergraduate creativity courses.

1973
 the results showed that creativity 
could be taught and learned. Findings 
introduced by Angelo Biondi (1971) 
and published by Sid and Ruth (1972-
74) in the Journal of Creative Behavior. 
Results also published in two small 
books (Toward Supersanity and Toward 
Supersanity Research Supplement) and 
other journal articles.

1979
“We’re hoping centers like this grow 
throughout the United States. We 
don’t want this to be a fad, though, 
like the hula hoop. We want people to 
get a good sound hold in their minds.” 
-Angelo Biondi 

1975
 The world’s first Master of 
Science degree program and 
the first undergraduate minor in 
Creative Studies are approved, 
bringing to reality Alex Osborn’s 
dream of a formal academic 
learning center dedicated to 
the study and development of 
creativity.

1997
Graduate 
courses offered 
via distance 
education.

2014
Buffalo State graduates 
its 500th student in the 
Master’s of Creativity 
program. 

2015
Buffalo State’s first MOOC 
(Massive Open Online 
Course), titled “Ignite 
Your Everyday Creativity”, 
designed and delivered by 
Drs. Burnett and Cabra. 
More than 20,000 learners 
sign up for MOOC.


